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GENERAL GARDEN 
SERVICES 

• Grass cutting (large or small lawns) 
• Hedge trimming 
• Pruning / mulching 
• Communal or private gardens welcome 
• Weekly, fortnightly, monthly service 
• Regular contracts welcome 
• Free estimates 
• Competitive rates 
• Fully insured & licensed waste carrier 
• Friendly, honest reliable service 

Call Brian 
078919 40815 (mobile) 

020 8462 0180 (evening) 
Local Bromley Area

OSTEOPATH 
D Frances Lumley 

BSc(Hons)Ost 
*   Musculo-Skeletal problems 

*  Expectant mothers 
*  Children and babies 
*  Home visits available 

211 Bourne Vale 
Hayes, Bromley 
Kent BR2 7LX 

For appointments please 
telephone 

020 8462 8027

Chiropody and Podiatry

HPC Registered Podiatrist


Member of the Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists


A high quality 

personal visiting service 


by appointment


(formerly located at Bertha James Day Centre)


Reasonable Rates

Nail cutting


Corns and callous treated

Home visits


07507 105 073

or


07871 720 062

Please leave a message  

if necessary

Website: www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk
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Church News

In the past eighteen months there has been 
enforced closure of churches across the 
country; re-opening, closure again; opening 
with restrictions and limited attendance 
with rules often changing as to how many 
were permitted in the choir. Most churches 
reacted to all this by ‘going online’: live 
streaming or pre-recorded services or 
interactive worship via Zoom. At St Mark’s 
there was a service of Word and Music 
recorded and uploaded each week, which 
you can read about in this Marksman issue 
‘Digital’. 

It is good, now that most restrictions are 
lifted, to be able to meet for worship 
unmasked and to sing hymns, have a full 
choir and the opportunity to meet for coffee 
after the service. As Autumn unfolds there 
will be more things coming back to life at St 
Mark’s as you will see on the back cover 
here in the list of services - for example, 
evening services will be re-introduced in 
September beginning with Choral 
Evensong at the end of the month. 


Hall bookings are picking up; plans are 
afoot to rekindle the lunch club in some 
form, and mid-week communions begin 
with an evening service for Michaelmas.

Furthermore, there are new Choral Scholars 
– Hans and Marcellus – to welcome at the 
beginning of term. Last but by no means 
least: there is to be a new curate for St 
Mark’s – Lizzie Longhurst who recently 
finished her training for ordination at St 
Augustine’s College in this Diocese. Lizzie 
will be ordained at Rochester Cathedral on 
Saturday 25 September and it will be a 
delight to welcome her to Church the next 
morning at the 10am Eucharist.


There is new life unfolding in this place and 
every opportunity to ‘worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness’. Do come and 
experience for yourself!


Canon Victoria Pask, Vicar 



2

Bromley Handy Man 
General DIY/Maintenance 

• Carpentry    • Flat Pack Assembly 
• Electrical     • Laminate flooring      

• Light fittings    • Hanging TVs 
• Shelves    • Curtain rails      

• Plumbing    • Dripping taps 

When I say “No job is too small” 
 I really do mean it 

Call Steve - 07732 066028 

History of 'Digital' 

Paul Gladman 
QUALIFIED PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR 

No job too small  
Fully insured with public liability 

CRB checked; Age Concern registered 

38 years experience 

Tel: 07885 201765 
or 07809 252940 

Nowadays when we think of 
the word ‘digital’ we often 
think of the vast array of 
technology that is at our 
disposal. Whether that be a 
smart phone or computer, 
these technological devices 
are at the heart of our 
modern world and if we 
look back through time 
there is a clear history that has shaped the 
meaning of the word we know today.

The early origins of the word ‘digital’ derives 
from the Latin ‘digitus’ around the time 68 to 
44 BC. It was first used by the Roman 
Statesman Cicero in his letters to his friend 
Atticus, in which he complains Atticus’ friend 
Brutus is charging him too much interest in 
relation to a financial matter. The phrase used 
‘si tuos digitus novi’ translates to ‘if I know 
your fingers’ and was the first time that 
fingers (digits) were implied as being used for 
counting.

Digital’s numerical meaning, as being ‘a 
whole number less than ten’, was first 
introduced into the English language in the 
15th Century, but it took until the 
20th Century for the significance of the word 
to become more widely used. This occurred 
due to a new computing system in the 1930’s 
and 40’s which saw the birth of a new binary 
number system to make calculations. 


The data which was now 
being presented by digits, for 
example, the letter A being 
represented as ‘01000001’, 
as opposed to a decimal 
system (i.e. 0,1,2,3,4), which 
was used before. Because of 
these machines using data 
through a series of numbers, 
this new technology was 

defined as digital, which is why the word is 
often nowadays related to computer 
technology.

Of course, technology has come a long way 
since the early 20th Century. The large 
computers used back then have shrunk in 
size and there are more digital forms in the 
shape of television and radio. Digital has also 
become hand-sized in the shape of smart 
phones and there is now ‘The Cloud’ where 
things like photos are now digitalised. 
Despite all this, the original meaning of digital 
has still managed to relate to its origin in 
around 68 to 44 BC. The use of touch (digits), 
for the use of touchscreen on digital devices, 
shows how the use of fingers has continued 
through time, to still encapsulate its early 
origins all those years ago.


Ed Tomalin 
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It's not so far from a computer 
Key Board to a simple touch of 
a hand. 

One of the most famous pair of 
hands can be seen on the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. 
Adam is shown reaching out longingly for 
the life - giving touch of God's hand. It was 
this divine spark that kick - started not only 
Adam but our whole world. 

At Pentecost after Jesus' Crucifixion and 
Resurrection the disciples were waiting so 
hopefully for the Comforter as promised. It 
came in the form of tongues of flame and a 
rushing wind, the Holy Spirit. It touched them 
and changed them. They felt inspired to 
reach out to all the world and fulfil Christ's 
message. 

This new faith led to cruel persecution dealt 
most severely by Saul, a Pharisee. God's 
touch came to him quite unexpectedly. A 
blinding light threw him from his horse and 
he lost his sight for three days. He became a 
Christian and as Paul is one of our greatest 
saints. 

It is not only touch that can inspire us but 
each of our senses plus of course memory. 
Everyone is familiar with William 

Wordsworth's "Daffodils" which 
gave him such delight as they 
fluttered on the shores of 
Ullswater. Later he recalled this 
vision when on his couch back in 
Dove Cottage when - "My mind 
with pleasure fills and dances with 

the daffodils". 

Music also has the power to lift us from our 
responsibilities however briefly. Vaughan 
Williams "Lark Ascending" never fails to 
enchant and in our mind's eye we can 
imagine the bird soaring up into the ether 
rejoicing in its freedom. 

So many of our senses are engaged when 
walking out in the countryside or a garden. I 
shall never forget my first sight of the 
gardens on Sark. It was truly a paradise, a 
wealth of sights, sounds and aromas with 
the gurgling of fountains and the wind 
wafting the perfume of roses and 
honeysuckle.  

There are so many ways that we can 
transcend the world around us with 
memories of special moments which lift us 
out of ourselves and make a real difference 
to our lives. 

Sheila Webb 

The Hand of God. 
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At some point in early 2019  
I found that I had acquired, in a 
way so ably achieved by our 
previous incumbent, the task of 
making sure that the weekly 
notices were posted on the St 
Mark’s website and our page on 
    A Church Near You.   
This evolved as the months 
passed to include postings on 
our Facebook page.   
Then, in March of 2020, the country went 
into lockdown and I found my role had 
become that of webmaster.   
With social media almost overnight 
becoming our principal means of 
communicating I was on a very steep 
learning curve as to what we could achieve. 
In addition to keeping the homepage up to 
date we needed to find a satisfactory way of 
providing something online to replace our 
regular services.   
I learnt about how to mix sound when 
members of the choir would send their 
individual recordings to produce something 
with the whole choir singing.  To this we 
added visual content so that by mid-May we 
began a weekly online service on our own 
You Tube channel.   

I am very fortunate and grateful 
to have had teaching and 
guidance from my in-house IT 
Department to learn about how 
to use such things as Soundtrap 
and Premier Pro. 
Although we have been able to 
hold services in church for much 
of the last year a number of the 
congregation have not, for 

whatever reason, been able to attend.  It has 
thus been necessary to continue weekly our 
online offering with readings, prayers, 
reflections and music being recorded.  I am 
very grateful to all of those who have made 
contributions to help us achieve this. 
The route into ‘new normal’ is not yet clearly 
signposted.  However, I have no doubt that 
the impact of our digital experience during 
the pandemic will remain with us. 

James Bunting

St Mark’s, the Web and Lockdown

Changes
Hypnotherapy  Psychotherapy

Julia Daley DHP(NC) NRHP Full member 

Tel: 020 8402 2882    Mob: 07956 000 422

www.lifechanges.me.uk

For help with stress, anxiety, weight loss, stopping smoking, fears and 

phobias, public speaking, exam/test/interview nerves, dream analysis, 

decision making, relationship difficulties, confidence, goal setting, 
enhancing sporting ability and professional development.

Member of the National Register of Hypnotherapists and Psychotherapists

Can you help please?   
See ar0cle on page 11 

Sponsors are needed for college students 
star1ng in August 2021. The funds will be 
sent securely and used 100% for student 
educa1on. If you would like regular news, you 
can become a ‘Friend of Mpwapwa, with no 
further commitment. Please contact me for 
more details clparry00@yahoo.co.uk 
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Digitisation - Turing

Ripley Recitals Association 

Ripley Recitals 
54th Season 2021 - 2022 

We hope to reprogramme our 
concerts during the coming season 
and look forward to welcoming our 

artists and audiences back to Ripley 
to enjoy live music making again. 

In the Music Room, Ripley Arts Centre 
24 Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent, BR1 2PX 

Enquiries to: Christopher Town Tel: 020 8851 9116 
Email: christophertown@ntlworld.com 

www.ripleyrecitals.info 

Ripley Recitals is a Registered Charity No 295897

On the new £50 note 
launched in June is the 
face of Alan Turing (see 
above), one of Britain’s 
greatest mathematical 
geniuses and the father of 
modern computer 
science. 
A computer is any machine that can carry out 
arithmetical or logical calculations. Computers 
have been in existence for thousands of 
years. An abacus is early form of computer. A 
digital computer is a machine that processes 
information using digits. The main digits are 
those that can be counted on the fingers and 
toes, namely 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 0 
(when combined with 1 makes 10). Computer 
software uses the two binary numbers 0 and 1 
and from these any other number can be 
produced. 
In the world we live, digital computers are 
everywhere from laptops, smartphones to 

washing machines, watches 
and even in the cars that we 
drive. Digital applications 
include software, imaging and 
photography, games, social 
media and websites.  
All of this originated with Alan 
Turing. In the 1930s, he 

showed that a machine could be capable of 
any conceivable mathematical computation 
using a set of rules and processes. The 
theory of computable numbers (as it is known) 
led to his secret work at Bletchley Park during 
the Second World War. The Germans were 
using coded messages in Enigma machines. 
The code changed every day and there were 
therefore millions of possibilities. Turing was 
able to specify the construction of a machine 
(called a bombe) which ‘cracked’ the German 
code. By using statistical techniques, the 
optimal cam settings could be worked out for 
the bombe machines, thereby enabling 
encrypted code to be deciphered in hours. It 
is estimated that this foreshortened the 
conflict by several years and saved many 
millions of lives.

Turing was later convicted of being gay at a 
time when it was illegal and, rather than 
imprisonment, he underwent an horrific 
process of chemical castration. He died 
tragically in mysterious circumstances in 
1954 and would largely have been forgotten 
because so much of his work was covered by 
the Official Secrets Act. Eventually after 
considerable efforts and a nationwide 
petition, he was officially pardoned. 

Turing’s achievements have now 
posthumously been recognised and the world 
of digital computers is his legacy.  


Conrad Donaldson

mailto:Christophertown@ntlworld.com
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The Rise of DAB Radio
Digital technology is all 
around us and is constantly 
advancing. This is very true 
for DAB radio (Digital Audio 
Broadcasting) which is 
constantly gaining in 
exposure and in recent years 
has overtaken traditional 
analogue radio (FM and AM) in popularity. 

DAB radio is meant to pick up a more 
reliable signal and a better-quality sound 
than its analogue counterparts and is now 
estimated to dominate roughly 60% of radio 
listening. Many people are loyal to FM and 
AM, however it is certainly apparent that 
DAB radio is more geared to a world where 
technology is continually improving. 

The advantages of DAB mean that stations 
are available over a longer distance 
courtesy of a superior signal, whilst there 
are more of stations that can be selected 
too.  

Many newer DAB radios allow people to 
connect their phones via Bluetooth, or plug 
their phones into the radio to listen to their 
own music in addition to the radio. 

It is estimated that 9 in 10 cars being built 
today are being fitted with DAB radio, which 
further emphasises how the accessibility of 

DAB radio is being favoured 
by car manufacturers.  

Furthermore, radio isn’t just 
on radios anymore, it can 
now be live-streamed on the 
internet and in some cases 
even via video.  

Reportedly, 90% of the UK population 
listens to the radio once a week, with the 
average person listening to 20 hours a 
week, so the demand and evolution of DAB 
is certainly justified. 

Despite DAB radio’s rise, Analogue radio 
(FM and AM) is still going. Last year the 
media regulator Ofcom extended analogue 
licenses until 2032, allowing millions of AM 
and FM listeners to continue enjoying these 
radio services until then. But with the 
uptake of digital radio continuing to rise, 
don’t be surprised to see DAB radio fully 
digitalised in years to come 

Ed Tomalin 
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‘2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY’  
CONSIDERS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND TAKES US ON 

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
‘You are a Child of the 
Universe, no less than 
the trees and the stars 
….’ 
Just when we thought 
we were in control, we 
find we may not be 
after all.  We are being 
taken over by 
something we have created and at the 
same time become unwitting hosts to 
strange beings with powers we find it hard 
to predict or to deal with.  Distanced from 
each other and living in pods we adapt and 
find new ways of journeying on.  
This could be 2021.  It also forms the heart 
of Stanley Kubrick’s groundbreaking and 
controversial film ‘2001: A Space Odyssey’, 
released in 1968 (the year before the first 

Moon Landing), based on 
Arthur C. Clarke’s  book.  I 
commend it to you, as I 
find the voyage of 
discovery which we go on 
is inspirational.   It is a 
meditation where Kubrick 
uses film images just like 
others have used music, 

ballet and poetry prayerfully to challenge 
and uplift us.  
There are 5 sections: —  
The first is set in Neolithic times and we see 
the dawning of human intelligence, with 
early people picking up bones and using 
them as tools for the first time.  
By the second section, in the imagined 
future, cerebral powers and their created 
technologies have evolved significantly, in 
fact to the point where Human and Artificial 
Intelligence exist together and the question 
of control arises.  We go with astronauts on 
a mission to Jupiter with the secret purpose 
of discovering the origin and meaning of 
strange messages and an unexplained 
power source monolith on the Moon.  HAL 
9000 is the hyperintelligent and humanised 
onboard computer of the space vessel 
Discovery One.  He thinks he is infallible but 
gets paranoid when he suspects the 
astronauts are plotting to attack him. When 
he realises he may have made a mistake 
and not be perfect after all he goes into 
meltdown, kills all the astronauts except 
one, Dave, whom he prevents from 
returning to the ship after he has been 
doing maintenance work outside it.  A battle 
of wills ensues which is painful to watch but 
poignant and funny as well, especially when 
HAL sings ‘Daisy, Daisy, give me your 
answer do ….’ 

Continued on next page…..

Friendly, Qualified support for Home & Business 
users in SE London, Bromley and Kent. 

Blue Screen or Slow PC?, Health Checks

Wireless & Networks, Mac & PC Setup


Data Backup, Data Recovery, Consultancy

Broadband & Email Problems, 1-2-1 Tuition


Local Mobile Service, Upgrades & Sales

Virus and Spyware Removal, Call Robert on…

www.computersoup.co.uk      info@computersoup.co.uk

NO FIX - NO FEE*,  NO CALL OUT CHARGE*

FIXED PRICE REPAIRS*,  FREE ESTIMATE*

http://www.computersoup.co.uk
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R.L.MUNNS FLOORING 

Wood floor specialist 
Sanding, sealing. wax/oil finish 

All wood floors  
supplied and fitted 

40 years experience 
contact for free quote 

020 8467 8932  
07913025490 

rlmunns13@gmail.com

Support your local 
businesses: -

shop here
Marksman focuses on our local 

community, and our advertisers are 
vital neighbours.

Do give our advertisers a call if you 
need work done or the service 

advertised.  
They want your business.

ever more slowly and deeply, before 
groaning to a full stop as Dave at last 
manages to close him down.  
The third section is the Star Gate sequence, 
where Dave in his little pod travels on in the 
space / time continuum to a far-flung region 
of the Universe, well beyond the frontiers of 
human experience or imaginings.  
In the fourth phase Dave finds himself in a 
palatial bedroom, cared for and observed 
like a lab specimen by an unseen presence.  
He progresses towards old age and then 
dies, coming full circle with his end and 
beginning united at last.  
Finally, as evolution continues, we are in A 
New Heaven. We are left with the wonderful 
image of the Star Child, waiting to be born, 
with eyes wide open in wonder at its home, 
the Earth.  

For me, the themes of 2001 are timeless 
and as relevant today as in 1968:  
• Amazement at human ingenuity and folly  
• Do we control our lives or not and where 

is the power?   
• How do our technologies help or hinder 

us?What does it mean to be fully human? 
• Do we know where we are going to? 
• Having a quest helps us to find a sense of 

meaning and purpose  

The film praises evolving human 
intelligence and warns us to beware of our 
own creations.   It gives a resounding ‘No’ 
to the question ‘Are we alone in the 
Universe?’ with the reassurance of higher 
alien intelligence.  However, this film uplifts 
me in another way too, as it helps me focus 
not on aliens but the presence of a different 
‘other’, namely the Spirit we find above and 
beyond us and deep within our own hearts:  

Long have we travelled through the wine-
dark sea of stars, 

reaching out beyond the asteroids and 
Mars, 

wondering ‘Is there anybody out there or 
are we alone?’ 

when at last we hear the call of our Eternal 
Home. 

Carol Robbins
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When I was working in the City 
everybody seemed to want to go 
digital, but not many people in 
my circle seemed to know 
precisely what it meant. 
Digital transformation provided a 
valuable opportunity for core 
business functions such as finance and HR 
to move away from manual processes and 
automate key areas such as payroll, 
enabling management to focus on wider 
business opportunities.  A digital business 
strategy is viewed as a means to transform 
businesses, streamline processes and 
make use of technologies to enhance 
interaction with customers and employees, 
in addition to delivering excellent customer 
experience at the same time.  There are 
numerous reasons why digital 
transformation is important, including 
enhanced data collection, greater resource 
management, increased agility, better 
customer experience, improved productivity 
and increased profits. 
As far as my own tasks were concerned, I 
found going digital made an enormous 
difference to how much time all the different 

processes took.  Not only was 
time saved, but also paper and 
postage.  Thinking back, I am 
staggered to remember how long 
it took to print a document and 
then either fax it or post it and 
wait for a reply.  Going paperless 

saved the company money and also helped 
save the environment at the same time. 
Electronic filing was a major time and space 
saver. Each client had a file set up on the 
database and all departments in the 
company would electronically scan 
information and updates onto the client file.  
No more paper files or filing cabinets.  All 
clients could have a portal set up on which 
they were able to view the up-to-date 
position of their investments and cash, and 
view contract notes for the deals that had 
been undertaken on their behalf.  Tax 
vouchers could also be viewed and sent to 
accountants. 
The influence of the internet and digital 
media is undeniable. If customers search 
your business on Google and can't find it, 
chances are they will look for another 
company. 
I, personally, was very impressed with the 
way digital increased interaction with 
customers and also speed and agility with 
businesses processes. 

Marian Smith

Going Digital in my Last Working Environment

Electrical 

 
 

 Call James: 07484386238 
Email: admin@skylandelectrical.co.uk 

♦Free Quotations 
♦All works Guaranteed 

♦Experienced, JIB Qualified 
♦Insured 

♦ Registered 
Residential & Commercial  
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Smart Meters
About 5 years ago we 
decided to take up the 
offer from British Gas to 
install smart meters in our 
home. A few weeks later 
the engineer came and 
installed them and gave 
us our energy display unit 
that could show us how 
much gas and electricity 
we are using at any given time as well as 
our usage over a period of time. In theory, 
this should make us reduce our energy 
usage. 
We plugged in the display unit so we could 
check on it regularly. At first we were 
constantly checking how much energy we 
were using. Boiling the kettle to make a cup 
of tea would send the electricity display in to 
the red zone and turning on the central 
heating would make the flame in the gas 
display grow to its largest size. 
However, after a few weeks we stopped 
checking as often as we did previously. 
After a few months we had forgotten the 
display unit was there. Eventually it got 
packed away into a drawer in the kitchen as 
no one was using it. 

Are smart meters worth 
having? 

It made us think a lot 
more about our energy 
usage in the beginning 
but that did not last 
forever, although we 
probably think more about 

our energy usage than 
when we first had them installed. This may 
be more do with the awareness of energy 
usage in general society though. 
It also meant there was no more 
requirement for someone to come and 
knock on our door to read the meters as the 
readings were taken automatically by British 
Gas. 
A year ago we changed energy supplier and 
the new provider cannot read the meters 
automatically as we have the older version 
of smart meters installed. Now we have to 
enter the readings on the supplier’s app 
and upload them. 

Would I recommend having smart meters 
installed? Probably, but the jury is still out. 

Nigel Watts

TAI CHI & QIGONG 
Learn an Ancient skill from China which is 

beneficial for posture, balance, core 
strength, health, relaxation and fun. 

Monday mornings 10.15 - 11.15 
St. Mark’s Church Room 

For more information and details on 
other classes in the area please 

Contact Sylvia on 07729952918 
or sylviajarvis@hotmail.co.uk 

Member of CIAA, BCCMA & TCUGB 

CLARINET LESSONS 
Margaret Archibald 

020 8464 1645 ~ 07970 123105. 
margaret@margaretarchibald.com 

Bromley South 

Private tuition 
Chamber music coaching 

Exam and audition preparation 
Theory and musicianship 

Workshops and Masterclasses with 
visiting guest artists 

Pupils’ concerts 

mailto:sylviajarvis@hotmail.co.uk
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During our life we become used 
to doing things in a particular 
way.  At some point a new way 
is found that may become 
adopted by some and, after 
time, we may find that we are 
being left behind.  Not all change is durable 
and sometimes we can see that the old 
way is better.  So it is with the Digital Age.

At St Mark’s we have continued to follow 
ways that have been established for many 
years and do so because we believe that 
doing so maintains the way in wish we 
choose to worship.  An example here is in 
our music, where we choose to maintain 
(Covid permitting) a full robed choir with 
Director of Music and Organist rather than 
the more contemporary ways of 
accompanying worship.

Some of the ways in which we do things, 
such as how we can declare our mission 

and maintain contact with the 
congregation and our 
neighbours, can benefit from 
social media, in its various forms.  
This is important to help not only 
those who currently worship with 

us but also to reach out to those who feel 
something but have not yet discovered a 
commitment to faith.  In other areas, such 
as administration, there is much benefit to 
be derived from the streamlining of 
practices, whether it be rotas for serving at 
services or the coffee afterwards, to the 
less public tasks such as Fairshares and 
the Electoral Roll.

In order to see how St Mark’s can benefit, 
and to avoid arbitrarily following every new 
method of doing things, the PCC has set 
up a small sub-group to look at this.  We 
shall be seeing what technology and 
software is available and establishing what 
is best for us to take St Mark’s forward.  It 
will take a little time to work on to make 
sure we get things right.


James Bunting

St Mark’s in the Digital Age

Indoor and Outdoor 
General Handy Man Service 
✓ Indoor painting and decorating 
✓ Hanging shelves, TV’s etc 
✓ Fitting window blinds and curtain 

rails 
✓ Flat pack Assembly 
✓ Outdoor maintenance 
✓ Lawns 
✓ Other general jobs  

Friendly and professional service local to 
the parish of St Marks.  

DBS checked and references available. 
Contact: - 
  Tony – 07793 674 126   
 Email – tssaeeds@ntlworld.com

L i ve  we l l , y o u r  w a y
with care at home

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable 
and the happiest. It’s the place you know the best.

Home help
Companionship

Personal care

Dementia care

Contact us on: 020 8022 5220 
homeinstead.co.uk/bromley-chislehurst-orpington

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated

mailto:tssaeeds@ntlworld.com
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News from Tanzania
For some years St Mark’s Bromley has had 
an affiliation with St Philips Theological 
College in Tanzania, the Provincial college 
where student priests train for ministry. 
Generous donations in 2016 from St Marks 
paid for installation of a drip feed irrigation 
system in one of the college’s barren fields. 
The irrigated garden enabled the college to 
improve student diet, sell surplus produce, 
and provide local jobs. Under the initiative 
of Principal Agripa, the college recently 
extended the system to a greenhouse, and 
it continues to provide luxuriant fruit, 
vegetable and salad crops.  
To encourage a practical approach to 
ministry, one student was sponsored by 
private donations from St Marks, with the 
remit of basing his final dissertation on the 
garden project. Marksman can report that 
the student, Dandy Williams, graduated in 
Summer 2021, alongside 12 others. Dandy 
submitted an excellent dissertation, which 
will hopefully inspire both he and his fellow 
graduates to adopt ‘hands-on’ ministry, and 
effective water management. The garden 
has huge potential as a teaching resource, 
to demonstrate how a cheap, low tech 
system can be set up in the rural parishes 
where most graduates will be assigned.  

Summer 2021 also saw the end of the first 
teaching year of a new ‘Practical Theology’ 
syllabus. The syllabus was developed by 
staff at St Philips in March 2020, just as the 
Covid 19 pandemic took hold. Two week’s 
brainstorming against the clock, facilitated 
by a parishioner from St Marks, enabled a 
complete syllabus rewrite, which St Philips 
pushed rapidly through the Tanzanian 
church’s approvals process. It is reportedly 
a great success in focusing on today’s 
needs in parish ministry.  
On a more sombre note, two of St Philips’ 
staff were injured in a serious road accident 
in early Spring, and the vehicle was almost 
a write-off. College transport is essential so 
that students can practice ministry in 
remote rural parishes. Donors in USA 
stepped in, the college’s vehicle was 
replaced, and both staff members are now 
recovered. Principal Agripa suffered a 
different misfortune, when his pig stock was 
eradicated by swine fever. This was 
economic disaster, as his herd funds his 
children’s education. Again, private donors 
stepped up so the fees were paid and the 
herd re-established.  
The cheerful acceptance of these and other 
setbacks is awesome. People at St Philips 
repeatedly show amazing resilience when 
facing misfortunes which most of us would 
find crushing. Their love of God and 
understanding of his glory and benevolence 
is very humbling, when contrasted with the 
cynicism of the Western world. And a very 
happy ending: In May 2021 Moses Yamo, 
formerly registrar at St Philips, was installed 
Bishop in Rorya Diocese, Tanzania. One of 
the country’s youngest Bishops, and highly 
dedicated, intelligent, and kind. We wish 
him well as he faces new responsibilities.  

Christina Parry  
St Philips representative  

in Rochester Diocese 

      -  See appeal on Page 3  -
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YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS 
IN BROMLEY

Telephone 
and video 

appointments 
now available

4  Wills & Probate
4  Property Law
4  Divorce
4  Child Arrangements
4  Financial Arrangements
4  Criminal Defence
4  Lasting Power 

of Attorney
4  Care Proceedings

Changing the way you see lawyers. 
 020 8466 8998     contact@allaw.co.uk

  www.allaw.co.uk
Ground Floor, 23 Masons Hill, Bromley, BR2 9HD

D & P Tomlin 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing, showers, toilets, leaks etc. 
Roof and gutter repairs. 

Drainage, tiling, fencing. 
Building alterations. 

Drives and patios cleaned and sealed. 

No job too small. 
Free estimates and advice. 

020 8460 6007 
07743 680919

Nightingale 
Kitchen & Bathroom Ltd 

_______ 

Complete Kitchen & Bathroom 
Fitting Services 

  *  Ceramic Tiling 
 *  Carpentry  *  Plumbing 

   *  Electrical Work 

Colin Belcher 
Tel: 020 8464 4310 
Mob: 07889 145399 

nightingalecjb@gmail.com 
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Who’s Who at St Mark’s 
St Mark’s Web site        www.stmarksbromley. co.uk 

   Vicar    The Revd Canon Victoria Pask   020 8460 6220  vicarstmarksbr2@gmail.com 
        
Churchwarden      

Richard Collins                          

Treasurer                        
David Thomas                       

davidsbthomas@hotmail.com 
PCC Secretary         

Louise Bonter                        
pccsecretarystmarksbr2@gmail.com   

Licensed Reader     
Carol Robins                    

    
Pastoral Assistant   

Maureen Mattison                  
                       

Director of Music                     
Andrew Wilson (A Cert CM) 

wilson2912@hotmail.co.uk 

Resident Organist       
Ralf Ayling-Miller           

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Theresa Weller               07771 946615 

tweller1@icloud.com 
Sunday School  

Maureen Mattison       

Friends of St Mark’s Church 
friendsofstmarksbr2@gmail.com 

Church Room Bookings        
                                     stmarkshallbr2@gmail.com 
Marksman      

c/o The Vicar                  

Marksman Advertising 
Christina Parry   clparry00@yahoo.co.uk 

St Mark’s PCC is a Registered Charity: No. 1163095

  Church Services

All Sundays - unless otherwise stated 10am Choral Parish Eucharist 6.30pm Evening Service

Sun   5 Sept  Trinity 14

Sun 12 Sept  Trinity 15

Sun 19 Sept  Trinity 16

Sun 26 Sept Trinity 17 6.30pm Choral Evensong

Sun    3 Oct Trinity 18

Sun  10 Oct Trinity 19

Sun  17 Oct Trinity 20

Sun  24 Oct Last Sunday after Trinity

Sun  31 Oct All Saints / All Souls 6.30pm Choral Evensong

Sun    7 Nov 3rd Sunday before Advent

Sun  14 Nov 2nd Sunday before Advent 
            (Remembrance)

Sun  21 Nov Sunday next before Advent

Sun  28 Nov Advent Sunday 6.30pm Advent service -  
             Darkness into light

               Advance notice of Christmas Services.

Sun  19 Dec Advent 3 6.30pm Nine lessons and  
             carols

Fri    24 Dec Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib Service 11.30pm Midnight Mass

Sat   25 Dec Christmas Day 10am Choral Parish Eucharist

http://www.stmarksbromley.co.uk
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