
 
 

Order of Service for the Sunday after Ascension 
24 May 2020 

St Mark’s Church, Bromley 
 

 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE: A service of Word and Music from St Mark’s, which is posted here 

on our YouTube Channel. This service includes readings from the congregation and choral 
music ‘in house’ (recorded previously). 
 
      
 
The Ascension Reading         read by James Bunting 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.4-11) 
 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 
the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 
and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.’ 
 
 
 

Introduction and Words of Reflection                               Canon Victoria Pask, Vicar 
 
 
COLLECT (prayer of the day):   
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gfcOKCOG4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gfcOKCOG4U


HYMN: Amazing Grace      Sung by a member of the congregation 
Tune: New Britain (Anon) 

            Words: John Newton (1725-1807) 
 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, nut now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come: 
‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, nut now I see. 
 
 
 

READING: 1 Peter 4: 12-14, 5: 6-11 
read by Ann Gardner 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice in so far as you are 
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GOSPEL: John, chapter 17, verses 1 to 11 

read by Ed Tomalin 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM: God has gone up                        Music: Gerald Finzi (1901-56) 

          Words: Edward Taylor (1646-1739) 
sung by the choir of St Mark’s Church, Bromley in Worcester Cathedral 24th May 1999 

Director of Music: Andrew Wilson 
Organist: Pamela Vaughn 

 
God is gone up with a triumphant shout: 
The Lord with sounding Trumpets' melodies: 
Sing Praise, sing Praise, sing Praise, sing Praises out, 
Unto our King sing praise seraphicwise! 
Lift up your Heads, ye lasting Doors, they sing, 
And let the King of Glory enter in.  
 
Methinks I see Heaven's sparkling courtiers fly, 
In flakes of Glory down him to attend, 
And hear Heart-cramping notes of Melody 
Surround his Chariot as it did ascend; 
Mixing their Music, making ev'ry string 

More to enravish as they this tune sing. 
 



 
 
Intercessions from Church of England Common Worship 

Canon Victoria Pask, Vicar 
 
 
 
 
THE GRACE 
Praying together 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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